BOROUGH OF FAIRVIEW
BERGEN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
MINUTES OF THE CAUCUS MEETING
HELD ON JULY 15, 2025 AT 6:00 PM

Mayor Violetta Berisha called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM

Roll Call

In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, a notice of all Caucus & Council Meetings have been
posted on the Borough Bulletin Board. Notice has been provided to at least two Official Borough
Newspapers & filed with the Borough Clerk’s Office.

In Attendance: Councilwoman Florencia Asto
Councilman Russel Martin
Councilman Jhon Gomez
Councilman Stephen Burke
Mayor Violetta Berisha

Absent: Councilman Albert Lukin
Councilman Jhon Gomez

Also in Attendance: John L. Schettino, Borough Attorney
Diane T. Testa, Borough Administrator/Clerk
Vincent M. Bellucci, Police Chief
Berge Tombalakian, Acting Superintendent of Public Works/Engineer
Monique Berisha, Deputy Borough Clerk

To Appear
Vincent Bellucci, Police Chief

Good evening, August Sth is National night out at Columbus Park, 6:00 P.M. start time. Yesterday during
that rainstorm, the Borough experienced heavy flooding. The Police and Fire Department received about
17 calls in a 2 hour time frame. There was heavy flooding with some multiple flooded basements that the
fire department had to pump out. With regard to handicap parking spaces we were discussing, right now
it has the policy that if somebody gets the doctor's note or that they can now apply for a handicapped
parking space and parking is becoming more and more difficult. We were looking at other municipalities
to see what they do. Some do provide for the handicapped parking space, but it's not assigned to a
particular person. Discussion on handicapped parking policies centers on shared spaces vs assigned spots.
There are concerns about misuse of handicapped parking permits by non-handicapped individuals.
Traffic monitoring device data will be reviewed and downloaded for analysis.

Berge Tombalakian, Acting Superintendent of Public Works/Borough Engineer

Thank you mayor and members of the Council. As the police chief alluded to while we had some flooding
last night, based on a review of the rain gauges in the area. We got about an inch and a half of rain in an
hour or a little less than an hour, a little more than what the system can take in some spots. The chief
outlined where some of the problem areas are. We also did get a complaint in an email from the location
on 8th Street, which I'll be responding to tomorrow. Basically she was saying they're at the low point on
her block and there's a catch basin in front of her house. I haven't seen any pictures, but probably the
catch basin and the water backed up at a catch basin and went into her house and I had talked to her about
a year ago about adding a check valve or some other preventative measures. I don't know if they followed
through on those things or not, Sometimes they don't realize that from the curb to the house is the
property owner's responsibility. On your agenda is a resolution awarding the 2025 road program to DLS
Paving. We did receive some odor complaints I think mainly through the board of health from waste
management. I did speak to the site manager. They said two of their units are broken, they should be fixed
tomorrow. So hopefully things will improve in that regard. And that's my report. I did follow up with the
DOT regarding the traffic barricades on Prospect. I have to send an email to the commissioner's office
outlining the borough’s position. One that if the barricades themselves were in the state right of way
which they said was an approachment not permitted. That was a couple of feet in. There's the 2nd thing
that they said that anything that converts Prospect St into a one way street would require state approval at
the intersection with Broad Avenue.
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Christopher Rutch, Chief Financial Officer

Thank you. Mayor and members of the Council. On tonight's agenda, we have two resolutions. One for
the certification of the 2024 audit and also the resolution for the corrective action plan. I won't get into
detail on the corrective action plan unless members of the Mayor and Council have any questions. Now
that we have a new website, we make it our procedure to have the minutes at the meeting following the
meeting. But the whole purpose of the model is to highlight things that maybe you can do better going
down the road. So I think all of our department heads should be applauded for the good work that they
did. And, in conversation with Steve Wieljotz and Carrie Ferguson, they are in agreement that it is a good
audit. We do have a plan in place to rectify the comments and have them eliminated and off the books for
next year.

Michael Apicella, Tax Collector

Good evening Mayor and Council. 1st up, the commercial sewer billing was completed in June. Your
estimated revenue is $228,958.61. Obviously that revenue is based on everybody paying by the year and
paying timely. Currently the pilot program at 333 Bergen Boulevard is working through an audit since we
have instituted the pilot program with them. Once we get that, they need to do a comprehensive audit,
which they haven't done yet, it's gonna be multiple years. We're gonna have to turn that over to the
municipal auditor for review. There are certain mechanisms in that agreement that could add revenue to
the borough or the school district. So depending on the school district, how many children are enrolled, if
there's more than 15 children enrolled, it will be incumbent upon 333 Bergen Boulevard to pay the cost of
each one of those child children above 15. So there's a rider in that that specifically dedicates revenue to
the school district. Yes. If there's more than 15 children enrolled in the school, I always check with the
business administrator. Yeah, sometimes the pilots don't do any of that and the district is left wanting for
funds. Have they made estimated payments against. They've paid everything that they should pay and
we're gonna hand it in. When the audit is finished, we have to give it to the municipal auditor and he has
to see if certain mechanisms in that agreement are triggered. If they are, then we will either collect more
money from them or at that point there is a service fee that we do have to pay the county. So we do have
to pay the county 5 % of only the admin fee, and we haven't done that yet. I did speak to John Ryanhard
at the county. He understands that since the pilot started mid year in 23, it took them a while to get a CPA
and auditor to go through their books. I checked with the BA at the school to make sure that the children
don't go over 15, and it's mostly young couples renting there, so you don’t see the impact. So,last but not
least is the tax rate. So that was supposed to be sent to me today by email. I checked my emails, but I
didn't see it. So I'll work in conjunction with the CFO to certify it against the A4F from the school and our
budget. If the numbers match, we'll sign it and send it to microsystems to add it to the and to Munidex,
and then I'll be able to start working on address changes, bank code changes, and get prepped to print. I'm
hoping to get them out by August 1st so they’ll be due 25 days for the day you put them in the mailbox.
So I'm guessing we'll have the tax bills in the mailbox by 1 August and they'll be due by 26 August with
no interest. And as the other last item too is since we're doing the reassessment, the county board
judgments have fallen dramatically. I don't expect to receive a lot of them.

To Discuss

Movie Night in the Park

July 17th, Rain Date: July 24th
Beginning at 8PM at Columbus Park

National Night Out
August 5" — 6PM at Columbus Park

Change of August Council Meeting Date
August 12" at 6PM

Public Comment
Motion to Open to the Public: Burke Seconded by: Asto
Motion to Close to the Public: Burke Seconded by: Asto

Pledge of Allegiance

Roll Call



BOROUGH OF FAIRVIEW
BERGEN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING
HELD ON JULY 15, 2025 AT 6:00 PM

In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, a notice of all Caucus & Council Meetings have been
posted on the Borough Bulletin Board. Notice has been provided to at least two Official Borough
Newspapers & filed with the Borough Clerk’s Office.

Public Comment on Agenda & Non-Agenda Matters

Motion to Open: Burke Seconded: Martin

Motion to Close: Burke Seconded: Asto

Consent Agenda Resolutions *R-25-132 through *R-25-135

*R-25-132 AWARDING BID TO DLS CONTRACTING FOR 2025 ROAD
IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM PROJECT

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fairview received bids for the 2025 Road Improvement Program on June
24, 2025; and,

WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is to be performed by the Borough of Fairview with funds

available by Ordinance and has provided a Certification of the Availability of Funds (CAF) utilizing the
following accounts in accordance with law; and,

04-2150-55-2504-001 $325,000.00

WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of the people of Fairview; and

WHEREAS, Berge V. Tombalakian, P.E. Acting Public Works Superintendent / Engineer has

reviewed the bid from DLS Contracting to construct the improvements for a price of $ 309,737.70 (base
bid and alternate bid), which is the lowest of the seven (7) bids received and finds it to be acceptable;and

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fairview that
the proposal of DLS Contracting, 36 Montesano Road, Fairfield, NJ 07004 in the amount of $309,737.70
(base and alternate bid) is hereby accepted.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Attorney John L. Schettino, Esq. be and he is hereby
authorized to prepare the necessary documents and that the Mayor is hereby authorized to execute same
on behalf of the Borough of Fairview.

*R-25-133 APPROVING ANNUAL AUDIT

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:5-4 requires the governing body of every local unit to

have made an annual audit of its books, accounts and financial transactions, and
WHEREAS, the Annual Report of Audit for the year 2024 has been filed by a
Registered Municipal Accountant with the Administrator/Municipal Clerk as per the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:5-6, and a copy has been received by each member of the
governing body, and

WHEREAS, the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey is authorized to

prescribe reports pertaining to the local fiscal affairs, as per R.S. 52:27BB-34, and
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WHEREAS, the Local Finance Board has promulgated a regulation requiring that

the governing body of each municipality shall by resolution certify to the Local Finance
Board of the State of New Jersey that all members of the governing body have reviewed,

as a minimum, the sections of the annual audit entitled:

General Comments

Recommendations

WHEREAS, the Members of the governing body have personally reviewed as a
minimum the Annual Report of Audit, and specifically the sections of the Annual Audit
entitled:

General Comments

Recommendations

As evidenced by the group affidavit form of the governing body, and

WHEREAS, such resolution of certification shall be adopted by the governing body no later than forty-
five days after the receipt of the annual audit, as per the regulations of the Local finance Board, and

WHEREAS, all members of the governing body have received and have familiarized themselves with, at
least, the minimum requirements of the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey, as stated
aforesaid and have subscribed to the affidavit, as provided by the Local Finance Board, and

WHEREAS, Failure to comply with the promulgations of the Local Finance Board of the State of New
Jersey may subject the members of the local governing body to

the penalty provisions of R.S. 52:27BB-52 — to wit:

R.S. 52:27BB-52 — “A local officer or member of a local governing body who

After a date fixed for compliance, fails or refuses to obey an order of the director
(director of Local Government Services), under the provisions of this Article,

shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, may be fined not more

than one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) or imprisoned for not more than one year,

or both, in addition shall forfeit his office.”

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the
Borough of Fairview, hereby states that it has complied with the promulgation of the

Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey dated July 30, 1968 and does hereby
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submit a certified copy of this resolution and the required affidavit to said Board to show

evidence of said compliance.

*R-25-134 REGARDING CORRECTIVE ACTION PLAN
WHEREAS, the Director of Local Government Services has formally directed all
Municipalities to adopt a Corrective Action Plan as part of their annual audit process; and
WHEREAS, this Corrective Action Plan shall be submitted to he Director of

Local Government Services upon adoption by the governing body and it shall be kept on
file with the Borough Clerk; and

WHEREAS, the Plan shall cover all audit findings and recommendation and be
prepared in accordance with the Single Audit Act OMB Circular 12A and Local Finance
Notice 92-15.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the
Borough of Fairview hereby approves the attached Corrective Action Plan for the 2024
Annual Audit; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk is hereby directed to

maintain said Plan in her respective files and make it available to the public; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this Resolution, including

the Corrective Action Plan, be forwarded to the Director of Local Government Services.

*R-25-135 AWARDING 9/11 MEMORIAL PARK BENCH REPLACEMENT
PROJECT

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fairview has received bids for the replacement of the park benches
at the 9-11 Memorial Park; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fairview received bids for the project on July 15, 2025; and,

WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is to be performed by the Borough of Fairview with funds
available by Ordinance and has provided a Certification of the Availability of Funds (CAF) in accordance
with law; and,

WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of the people of Fairview; and,

WHEREAS, Diane T. Testa, Borough Administrator, has reviewed the bid from D & G
Landscaping Inc. to remove, preserve the existing benches and to replace and surface mount replacement
benches for a price of $12,860.00, which is the lowest of the five (5) bids received and finds it to be
acceptable; and,

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fairview that the proposal of D & G Landscaping, LLC, 414 Bergen Boulevard, Ridgefield, New Jersey
07657 in the amount of $12,860.00 is hereby accepted.
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Attorney John L. Schettino, Esq. be and he is
hereby authorized to prepare the necessary documents and that the Mayor is hereby authorized to execute
same on behalf of the Borough of Fairview.

Payment of Claims 25-11 through 25-12

25-11 FINANCE § 1,315,156.32

25-12 AGENCY ACCOUNT $70,244.05

Motion to Approve Resolutions ¥*R-25-132 through *R-25- 135 and Payment of Claims PC-25-13 & PC-
25-14 as set forth on the agenda.

Moved by: Burke Seconded by: Asto
Ayes: Martin, Gomez, Asto, Burke, Schmitt

Nays: None

Absent: Lukin

No Vote:

Table: None

Roll Call Vote Results: 5-0-1-0-0

Ordinances 25-11

First Reading
25-11 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER II, ARTICLE IV ENTITLED

DEPARTMENT OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT” OF THE REVISED
GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF FAIRVIEW, COUNTY
OF BERGEN AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fairview, County of
Bergen, State of New Jersey, that those portions of the aforesaid set forth below are hereby
amended as follows and that those portions of the Ordinance not set forth below shall remain
unchanged:

1. Section 2-32.1 “Established” is amended to read as follows:

The Police Department shall consist of a paid Chief of Police, Deputy Police Chief,
Two (2) Captains, four (4) Lieutenants, seven (7) Sergeants and as many Police Officers
as the Mayor and Council from time-to-time may be appointed.

Severability
All provisions of this Ordinance are severable. If for any reason, any provision of
this Ordinance is held to be invalid, the validity of the remainder of the Ordinance shall not be
affected.

This Ordinance shall become effective upon adoption, final approval and publication, pursuant to
law.

Motion to Introduce Ordinance
Moved by: Asto Seconded by: Martin
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Ayes: Martin, Asto,Gomez,
Nays: None
Absent: Lukin
No Vote: Burke, Schmitt
Table:
Roll Call Vote Results: 3-0-1-2-0

The Public Hearing of Ordinance 25-11 are scheduled to be heard at the Regular Council Meeting
on August 19, 2025, at 6:00 P.M. The Mayvor & Council will consider the final passage of said
ordinances and all persons who may be interested therein will be given an opportunity to be heard.

Attorney’s Report

John L. Schettino, Esq. had no report
Mayor’s Report

No report

Council Report

No Report

Adjournment

Motion to Close: Asto Seconded by: Martin

ATTEST: BOROUGH OF FAIRVIEW

Diane T. Testa, Borough Administrator/Municipal Clerk Violetta Berisha, Mayor

Minutes approved at a regularly scheduled council meeting on: September 16, 2025



