
BOROUGH OF FAIRVIEW  
BERGEN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY  

MINUTES OF THE CAUCUS MEETING  
HELD ON APRIL 15, 2025 AT 6:00 PM  

Mayor Violetta Berisha called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.  

Roll Call  

In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, notice of the Caucus/Council meeting has been posted 
on the borough bulletin board and borough website, notice has been provided to at least two official 
borough newspapers and filed with the Borough Clerk’s Office.  

In Attendance: ​​ Councilman Jhon Gomez  
Councilwoman Florencia Asto  
Councilman Russell Martin 
Councilman Stephan Burke 
Councilman Kenneth Schmitt 
Councilman Albert Lukin  
Mayor Violetta Berisha  

Absent: ​ ​ Roxanne Guiness, Health Director 
 
Dennis Licameli, Fire Chief  
Monique Berisha, Deputy Borough Clerk  

Also in Attendance: ​ John L. Schettino, Borough Attorney  
Diane T. Testa, Borough Administrator/Clerk  
Steven Wielkotz, Registered Municipal Auditor  
Vincent M. Bellucci, Police Chief  
Berge Tombalakian, Acting Superintendent of Public Works/Engineer  
Christopher Rutch, Chief Financial Officer  
Dennis Licameli, Fire Chief  
Monique Berisha, Deputy Borough Clerk  

To Appear  

Steven Wielkotz, CPA, RMA, PSA 

I'm here to talk briefly about the 2025 municipal budget, to say this has been tough. It's been a bad year. 
Inflation, healthcare, interest rates, the economy.  Putting the budget together and trying to come up with, 
you know, a reasonable tax levy. So, the budget before you has an increase in spending and an increase in 
the tax levy. The spending increases are really five categories, contractual salaries, collection of trash, 
recycling, utilities. Everybody read that Public Service and gas, Jersey City Power light, received an 18 % 
increase in the rates by the BPU. Our 3rd party ambulance contract with Holy Name Hospital and health 
benefits. Health benefits are up $410,000 over last year. The state health benefits plan went up 20 % this 
year and it went up 17 or 18% last year. Everything else in the budget is $300,000 less than 2024. All the 
things that you control, that you can control, the department's services, the budget's less than last year. 
What that all means is that the average residential assessment which is now $504,000. The municipal 
increase is $259.  The good news is that the school tax levy is the same as last year. The school budget is 
down $36. So the net is $223 between the school and the town. 20 bucks a month, not great, again a 
higher increase than we've had in since I can remember. But this is the same, it's every single municipality 
that I've been to their meeting to talk about the budget before introduction, it's basically been the same. 
Healthcare, interest rates, a lot of the redevelopment that was supposed to take place, that had been on the 
docket, that had been approved, has been much slower than it would have been. In normal circumstances 
because the cost of borrowing money is three or four times more than it was two years ago, and the cost of 
the materials to build anything are just out of control. And, it's not over by any imagination because we 
don't know what's gonna happen. Everything that the federal government is taking away from the states, 
grants. You get a lot of money, health services, social programs, and what have you that comes to us 
through the state, DOT grants, roads that come from the federal government bundled through the state. 
Everything's in flux right now., they're gonna provide less programs than they were providing. And 
number two, in order to try to get a handle on their budget, they're gonna take the money from the 
municipalities, the counties and the schools. Now, we don't know because every right now every day is a 
new adventure. We're doing this, now we're not gonna do this. We're doing that. We'll wait 90 days. So 
everything is really in a state of flux. The positive is that the state fiscal year is October 1st to September 
30th. So a lot of the grants that we've already been awarded, we will continue to get hopefully, because 
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they've already been appropriated. But after September 30th in the new Federal Fiscal year.  Well 
remember, the school's on a, on a July July one, the June 30th Fiscal year. So they can only count from 
July to September in terms of some of the grant funding, and then honestly, they don't know what they're 
gonna lose because I don't think anybody knows what they're gonna lose. The conventional wisdom is 
they're gonna lose money. Everybody's gonna lose money. How much, what the impact's gonna be? I've 
never seen anything like this before. NO matter who ran the country, NO matter who was in charge, there 
was always a certain amount of certainty. That the federal government was gonna continue to operate 
generally the way the federal government has operated for the last 200 years. Now, nobody knows.We're 
using our surplus, but our surplus is down from the year before because of certain economic things. No. 
So surplus, we started last, we started the year last year 24 with 6.2, which is tremendous. We've had a 
very good run of being able to generate and regenerate surplus and levelizing the best we could levelize 
municipal taxes, notwithstanding between the ambulance services and health care and the pension and our 
the interest rates that we pay on our temporary debt to pave the roads and buy trucks and do the things we 
need to do in order to provide the services we provide. Went from half a percent to four and a half percent 
in 18 months. So we've been able to deal with that and absorb that. I mean we used $2,950,000 million of 
that surplus in the 2024 budget to provide last year's incremental tax increase, which was a hundred and 
some odd dollars, but we only regenerated two and a half million. So the surplus is down to $450,000. 
We're using the same $2,950,000 in this year's budget because otherwise the increase wouldn't have been 
two and change. It would be over 300. Which estimation that we're gonna end up with $5 million and 
change. We're not gonna regenerate the $2,950,000 again that we use. Hopefully we generate two and a 
half. To continue on that road, it erodes the base and you know I'm a big proponent. When you have a 
dollar in your pocket, you don't spend it, you get a dollar in your pocket. Once you spend it, you don't 
have a dollar. It's not that simple, but again, if you use more of the surplus and and then you know back up 
for a second, the federal money we got, the arc money we got and we used over three budget years in 
order to help levelize increases in spending and loss in revenue because. For the pandemic, that money's 
all gone. So I believe we've done a pretty good job of doing what we're supposed to do. It's it's it's it stinks 
as for lack of a better word that. Taxes are going up on the municipal side more than they have in the last 
probably twelve or 14 years in this town, but it doesn't give you great solace that you're not alone because 
of all the surrounding towns.  The drivers are not things that you control. It's health benefits, it's interest, 
it's it's sewer, it's. It's utilities, it's not recreation programs. It's not Port of health programs. You know, it's 
not, it's not, you know, the tax assessor, the tax collector or the clerk or or it's not the day to day services 
of the town. It's the uncontrollable cause of garbage and trash. Gotta collect the garbage. Well, you know, 
anybody that's gone out and procured a garbage contract after the pandemic or was in a multi year garbage 
contract during the pandemic. That next bid, now they fixed the system, but we still only get one bid. 
They got a different name now, but you still only get one bid, and they're trying to make up what it costs 
them to pick up double the amount of waste. When everybody was home during the pandemic when you 
had a contract and they couldn't charge you more than they were charging. So it's the same in every town, 
but I think it bears repeating that if our department had some employees working when these things are. 
The towns that survived the pandemic the way Fairview survived the pandemic was because going in, you 
were in great fiscal condition and we came out in great fiscal shape. In a million years, if somebody would 
have said, we're gonna have a pandemic and things are gonna be miserable for three years, and then we're 
gonna go from a pandemic to the economy we have now with the inflation we've had and the interest 
rates. Nobody could predict that. So that we are where we are, that we still have money in reserve, that 
we're still providing all the services we provide. I mean it's, it's, it's the best you can do right now. Yeah. I 
mean that the dollar increase on the tax levy is five and a half percent. It's not five and a half percent 
because this mayor and council is overspending. It's five and a half percent because you've got contracts 
with your employees, you've got health benefit bills you get, you've got pension bills you get, you have 
utility bills you get, you have garbage and trash bills you get that you have to pay. That benefit is 
negotiable through your contracts, so in order to, again, try to change something, it's all part of the process 
and I'll tell you that I've had municipalities go from private plans to state health benefits. And, and do 
better for a year or two and go from state health benefits to a private plan and do better for a year. But 
health care in this state and in this country is. I don't have to tell anybody, everybody knows it's out of 
control. When you're paying $45,000 a year, cover a family. I don't think so. I think the middle, the high 
forties. But still, it used to be 20 grand. Not too long ago. 

Vincent M. Bellucci, Police Chief 

Good evening, good evening, a few dates to be aware of. I know it's about six weeks out, but June 12th 
will be the Lead graduation for students of AOLG and Lincoln School and will be held at a lady Grace 
gym at 9AM. June 13th will be Chief for a day.  In 2023, our camera company Packetalk who handles the 
Borough wide surveillance, the owner was under indictment for federal crimes of purchasing cameras on 
the band list from China. So a lot of things were in flux with him, we weren't upgrading them, but we 
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were playing with the maintenance cause we needed the cameras to keep functioning. We paid the 
maintenance in 2024. Throughout the year, actually the charges got dropped against them, but we haven't 
been happy with the product for a while.There's a lot of baggage dealing with the company, so we started 
looking at other options. We looked at a couple of things, looked at a continuation with the wireless 
system, and we also looked at a wired system where they run fiber throughout the town.And everything's 
wired together, which makes everything actually run quicker and faster. We decided that we think a wired 
system's a better option for us. Now.It gives us more flexibility. It makes everything work better. We could 
do other things such as add speakers on polls, we could actually put music or alerts through them. It just 
gives you more flexibility and we could link up buildings and share internet service if the buildings are in 
that area. It provides a lot of access to different things for us. It is a hefty price, to wire just up the hill, not 
down the hill, is $913,000. We have  federal forfeit money, a balance of about $2 million. The company 
we're looking at in North Bergen used them, so we went and looked at the product. It was phenomenal. 
They have Bergen has like a hundred and 50 cameras on the screens. There's NO lag in them. It's like 
watching live TV on every single camera. And then because we looked at a wireless system and it's 
choppy and so this is hardware. This is all hot wired with fiber. They put it on the poles and every place 
this location, they put a switch which converts their fiber to digital. Think about how many cameras. So 
each location.It is 19 locations, but each location has up to five cameras added. Can that wiring be 
leveraged for anything else or it's purely for the signal for the cameras? It can be leveraged for other 
borrowing purposes, yes. Maybe you can think about it for the.Something else for the police.com. Well 
you could do like IP speakers, you could do alert systems, stuff like that on it. You could connect 
buildings together if they're in the vicinity because there's enough strands in the fiber.A few extra dollars 
to make it connectable for something else. Yeah, well the switch is gonna have multiple ports on it to put 
other things at that location without any extra work other than mounting the device and programming it 
and connecting it.But each location would have up to five cameras, four, three or two would be stationary 
cameras which would be pointed either north, south, and three way or four way and then there's also a 5th 
camera on the bottom, which would be a PTZ camera.So it gives us a lot of flexibility It's actually 
upgraded from them. Thank you.  

Dennis Licameli, Fire Chief 

The fire truck is almost completed, the lettering is being done.The department has to train on it. They give 
us I believe three nights of training for the equipment. My department assisted with a fire call in 
Bergenfield last night. We're really pushing the training for the newer guys to keep them up to date. We'll 
probably go up there again, not in May but probably June and over the summer up to Bergen County for 
our academy also some for life fire training. We did have a fire a couple weeks ago, I'm sure everyone 
knows about it on Industrial. I had a new driver get out of the truck and he said he lost the brake so he 
didn't put the brakes on. It drove into another building, which caused the power line to fall down to ignite 
another vehicle. A tractor trailer carrying the fried chicken. We were able to stop it from spreading into 
the one building. That's why the guys did a great job that night. May 18th is the Fire Departmens Mass 
and I hope the Council can attend.  We will attend Mass at Our Lady of Grace at 9:00AMYou know, status 
quo, you know, we keep moving along every day Quote enforcement, same issues. I know we have to talk 
about the commercial vehicles and the driveways which I have been issuing. Again, it's when they don't 
show up to court I can't do anything about it. That's why the prosecutor from Tinax suggested that we do 
the trial by extensia. So maybe that'll help us a little more. That's it. Thank you, thank you. It's I'm sorry, 
quick question yeah, I just have one more thing. 

Berge Tombalakian, Acting Superintendent of Public Works/ Borough Engineer  

Good evening, everyone. A quick update on engineering and public works matters in the Borough. On 
your agenda tonight there are several resolutions. One is for the Anderson Avenue's treescape project 
that's to consolidate some of the grants and some of the design work that's going on and to clean up some 
discrepancies in some of the grant awards that were given to the borough. Also, on your agenda tonight is 
an award resolution for the Kennedy Drive local aid project to North Bergen. Also, we'll be milling Jersey 
Avenue as part of a separate local aid project tomorrow, so it'll be milling tomorrow and paving on. 
Thursday for the holiday and, and everything we're getting the parks ready for the recreation season, so, 
we were able to get the water turned back on with Veolio and with NO NO water main breaks from the 
winter, which is a nice nice surprise. So everything's moving along, and we should be getting delivery of 
our new dump truck that we ordered last year, hopefully in the next several weeks, which was funded by 
the mayor and council. So that's my report. Water Park seems that's getting put together, everything's 
moving along, NO surprises. The prospect avenue closure, which was discussed last meeting, is scheduled 
to be undertaken next Wednesday. The resurfacing of the streets was completed today by Oh, that's under 
design with the safety surface and stuff. That'll probably be done after this recreation season. So it's under 
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design, currently it'll be bid out and then we'll probably do it in autumn. Okay, what is the update in the 
Pistol range? The pistol range, the sewer lateral was finally put in after the winter and after some BCUA 
items, the contractor plans to pave probably sometime next week and then get the trailer delivery 
scheduled. And then after that, it's the utility hookups, electric hookup, some fencing work, and then that 
project should be essentially finished, and then we'll pave the rest of the old yard, which as part of the row 
program, that'll be a separate project. 
The borough is planning to increase fines for parking violations and eliminate screening on certain streets. 
There is a discussion about issuing separate summonses for each violation and the possibility of trial by 
extension. 

 

To Discuss  

Financial Disclosures are due on April 30th.  

Fire Department Memorial Service  
May 18, 2025  
Mass at OLG at 9AM  
Service at Firemen’s Circle at 10:30 AM  

Public Comment 
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Pledge of Allegiance  

Roll Call  

In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, notice of the Caucus/Council meeting has been posted 
on the borough bulletin board and borough website, notice has been provided to at least two official 
borough newspapers and filed with the Borough Clerk’s Office.  

In Attendance: ​​ Councilman Jhon Gomez 
Councilwoman Florencia Asto  
Councilman Russel Martin 
Councilman Stephen Burke  
Councilman Albert Lukin  
Mayor Violetta Berisha  

Absent:​​ ​ Roxanne Guiness, Health Director  
 

Also in Attendance: ​ John L. Schettino, Borough Attorney  
Diane T. Testa, Borough Administrator/Clerk  
Steven Wielkotz, Registered Municipal Auditor  
Vincent M. Bellucci, Police Chief  
Berge Tombalakian, Acting Superintendent of Public Works/Engineer  
Christopher Rutch, Chief Financial Officer  
Dennis Licameli, Fire Chief 
Monique Berisha, Deputy Clerk 

To Discuss  

Resignation of Thomas Hals, SPO  
Resignation of Mario Karanikolos, DPW  

To Appear  

Steven Wielkotz, CPA, RMA, PSA  
Re: 2025 Budget  

 

Off Consent Resolution  
R25-101 Resolution to Introduce Budget  

Motion to  

A hearing on the Budget and Tax Resolutions will be held on May 20, 2025 at 6:00 pm 
at  which time and place objections to the Budget and Tax Resolution for the 2025 may 
be  presented by taxpayers or other interested persons.  
 
Motion to Approve: 
Moved by: Burke        Seconded: Schmitt 

Open Public Hearing on Submission of 2025 Bergen County Trust Fund Grant 
Application for Land Acquisition 444 North 8th Street  
Motion to Open to the Public:  
Moved by: Burke Seconded by: Asto 

Motion to Close to the Public:  
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Moved by: Burke Seconded by: Schmitt 

Open Public Hearing on Submission of 2025 Bergen County Trust Fund Grant 
Application for Park Improvement at Columbus Park for 2025  

Public Comment on Agenda & Non-Agenda Matters  
Motion to Open to the Public:  
Moved by: Gomez Seconded by: Martin 

Motion to Close to the Public:  
Moved by: Burke Seconded by: Martin 

Closed Session 

Consent Agenda Resolutions *R-25-91 through *R-25-99 
*R-25-91 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SETTLEMENT OF A TAX APPEAL AND  

AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF A SETTLEMENT  
AGREEMENT AND STIPULATION OF SETTLEMENT TO BE FILED WITH  
THE TAX COURT OF NEW JERSEY  

WHEREAS, JERSEY AVE HOUSING LLC (the “Taxpayer”) has filed a tax appeal with  
respect to the assessed valuation of the real property commonly known as 401-3 Jersey Avenue,  
Block 414, Lot 41, located within the Borough of Fairview; and  

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fairview, County of Bergen, has  
determined that it is in the best interest of the citizens of the Borough of Fairview to enter into a  
settlement agreement and stipulation of settlement in full and final settlement of the tax appeal  
filed by the Taxpayer; and  

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council has received the advice of its Special Tax Counsel  
with respect to this tax appeal. The Special Tax Counsel for the Borough of Fairview has  
represented that he has made such examination of the value and proper assessment of the  
property and has obtained such appraisals, analysis, and/or information with respect to the  
valuation and assessment of the property as he deemed necessary and appropriate for the purpose  
of enabling him to enter into this Settlement Agreement and Stipulation of Settlement and to  
fairly advise the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fairview of the consequences of the  
settlement and the possible outcomes if the appeal proceeded to trial. The Special Tax Counsel  
for the Borough of Fairview also represented that he consulted with the assessor of the Borough  
of Fairview and that he has concurred with the settlement; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough  
of Fairview does hereby make the following findings:  

a) that it is in the best interest of the Borough of Fairview to reach an economic and  
businesslike resolution of the tax appeals for calendar years 2022 and 2024 filed by the  
Taxpayer with respect to the real property located at as 401-3 Jersey Avenue, Block 414,  
Lot 41, Fairview, New Jersey;  

b) that the proposed settlement will result in an assessment at the fair assessable value of the  
property consistent with assessing practices generally applicable in the taxing district as  
required by law;  

c) The terms of the tax appeal filed by the Taxpayer that the Mayor and Council is  
authorizing its counsel to settle are as follows:  

1. For tax year 2022, the original assessment for 401-3 Jersey Avenue, Block 414, Lot  
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41 was Land - $270,000.00; Improvements - $889,000.00; for a total assessment of  
$1,159,000.00. The Tax Counsel for the Borough of Fairview is authorized to request  
a Tax Court Judgment for calendar year 2022 as follows: Withdrawn.  

2. For tax year 2024, the original assessment for 401-3 Jersey Avenue, Block 414, Lot  
41 was Land - $270,000.00; Improvements - $993,800.00; for a total assessment of  
$1,263,800.00. The Tax Counsel for the Borough of Fairview is authorized to request  
a Tax Court Judgment for calendar year 2024 as follows: Land - $270,000.00;  
Improvements - $480,000.00; for a total assessment of $750,000.00.  

3. The assessment for calendar year 2025 for the real property located at 401-3 Jersey  
Avenue, Block 414, Lot 41 for a total assessment of $700,000.00.  

4. The assessment for calendar year 2026 for the real property located at 401-3 Jersey  
Avenue, Block 414, Lot 41 for a total assessment of $750,000.00.  

d) Statutory interest, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 54:3-27.2, having been waived by taxpayer, shall  
not be paid provided the tax refund is paid within 90 days of the date of entry of the Tax  
Court judgment. 

e) Paul M. Elias, Esq. is hereby directed to enter into a Stipulation of Settlement which he  
reviewed with the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fairview pertaining to this  matter 

and that he cause the same to be filed with the Tax Court of New Jersey.  
*R-25-92 AUTHORIZING BERGEN COUNTY OPEN SPACE TRUST FUND  

APPLICATION  

WHEREAS, the Bergen County Open Space, Recreation, Floodplain Protection, Farmland &  
Historic Preservation Trust Fund (“County Trust Fund”), provides matching grants to municipal  
governments and to nonprofit organizations for assistance in the development or redevelopment  
of outdoor municipal recreation facilities; and  

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fairview desires to further the public interest by obtaining a  
matching grant of $100,000.00 from the County Trust Fund to fund the following project:  
Columbus Park Improvements Project; and,  

WHEREAS, the Borough Council has reviewed the County Trust Fund Program Statement, and  
the Trust Fund Municipal Program Park Improvement application and instructions, and desires to  
make an application for such a matching grant and provide application information and furnish  
such documents as may be required; and,  

WHEREAS, as part of the application process, the Borough Council has held the required  
Public Hearing to receive public comments on the proposed park improvements in the  
application on April 15, 2025; and,  

WHEREAS, the County of Bergen shall determine whether the application is complete and in  
conformance with the scope and intent of the County Trust Fund; and, 
WHEREAS, the applicant is willing to use the County Trust Fund in accordance with such rules,  
regulations, and applicable statutes, and is willing to enter into an agreement with the County of 
Bergen for the above-named project and ensure its completion on or about the project contract  
expiration date.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council:  
1. That it is hereby authorized to submit the above completed project application to the  
County by the deadline of APRIL 25, 2025, as established by the County; and, 2. That, in the 
event of a County Trust Fund award that may be less than the grant amount  requested above, 
Borough of Fairview has, or will secure, the balance of funding  necessary to complete the 
project, or modify the project as necessary; and, 3. That Borough of Fairview is committed to 
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providing a dollar for dollar cash match for the  project; and,  
4. That only those park improvements identified and approved in the project application, its  

Trust Fund contract, or other documentation will be considered eligible for  
reimbursement.  

5. That the Borough Council agrees to comply with all applicable federal, state, and local  
laws, rules, and regulations in its performance of the project; and,  

6. That this resolution shall take effect immediately.  
 
*R-25-93 AUTHORIZING BERGEN COUNTY OPEN SPACE TRUST FUND  

APPLICATION  

WHEREAS, the Bergen County Open Space, Recreation, Floodplain Protection, Farmland &  
Historic Preservation Trust Fund (“County Trust Fund”), provides matching grants to municipal  
governments and to nonprofit organizations for assistance in the acquisition of lands for open  
space conservation purposes and/or outdoor recreation facilities; and  

WHEREAS the Borough of Fairview desires to further the public interest by obtaining a grant  
of $560,000.00 from the County Trust Fund to fund the following project: 444 North 8th Street  
Pocket Park Project; and,  

WHEREAS, the Borough Council has reviewed the County Trust Fund Program Statement, and  
the Trust Fund Municipal Program Acquisition application and instructions, and desires to make  
an application for such a matching grant and provide application information and furnish such  
documents as may be required; and,  

WHEREAS, as part of the application process, the Borough Council has held the required  
Public Hearing to receive public comments on the proposed park improvements in the  
application on April 15, 2025; and,  

WHEREAS the County of Bergen shall determine whether the application is complete and in  
conformance with the scope and intent of the County Trust Fund; and, 
WHEREAS the applicant is willing to use the County Trust Fund in accordance with such rules,  
regulations, and applicable statutes, and is willing to enter into an agreement with the County of  
Bergen for the above-named project and ensure its completion on or about the project contract  
expiration date.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council:  
1. That it is hereby authorized to submit the above completed project application to the  
County by the deadline of APRIL 25th, 2025, as established by the County; and, 2. That, 
in the event of a County Trust Fund award that may be less than the grant amount  
requested above, Borough Council has, or will secure, the balance of funding necessary  to 
complete the project, or modify the project as necessary; and,  
3. That Borough of Fairview is committed to providing a dollar for dollar cash match for the  

project; and,  
4. That only those park improvements identified and approved in the project application, its  

Trust Fund contract, or other documentation will be considered eligible for  
reimbursement.  

5. That the Borough Council agrees to comply with all applicable federal, state, and local  
laws, rules, and regulations in its performance of the project; and,  

6. That this resolution shall take effect immediately.  
 
*R-25-94 AGREEMENT AMENDMENT #1 PRELIMINARY ENGINEERING SERVICES  
FOR 2020 TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVES DESIGN ASSISTANCE   

This AMENDMENT #1, entered into on April 15, 2025, by the Borough of Fairview, a 
municipal  corporation of the State of New Jersey, hereinafter called “FAIRVIEW,” and 
Greenman Pedersen, Inc., hereinafter called “GPI.”  
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WHEREAS, FAIRVIEW has received a grant commitment from the New Jersey Department of  
Transportation (NJDOT) under the Anderson Avenue Restoration Phase II Project; Federal  
Project No.: D00S809; State Job No.: 561830 (PROJECT), and  

WHEREAS, NJDOT has also made available a Design Assistance Program to fund the design of  
the PROJECT using federal funds and an approved engineering firm from a pool of firms  
established by NJDOT, and  

WHEREAS, FAIRVIEW has selected GPI from the NJDOT pool to provide Design Assistance  
for this PROJECT, and  

WHEREAS, FAIRVIEW and GPI have entered into an AGREEMENT on the 21st day of May,  
2024, to provide Design Services for Preliminary Engineering, Final Design Engineering and  
Construction Engineering for the PROJECT, and 
WHEREAS, the AGREEMENT may be amended to commit funding for Additional Preliminary  
Engineering Services, when FAIRVIEW has determined that these services are ready to proceed,  
and  

WHEREAS, NJDOT has authorized an additional $241,775.08 to add to the NJDOT Federal 
Aid Project Agreement ceiling as provided in NJDOT’s Agreement Modification dated January  
29, 2025 (EXHIBIT A), and  

WHEREAS, GPI has provided a scope and fee proposal for additional preliminary engineering  
services for the PROJECT, dated August 29, 2024, identified as AGREEMENT 
AMENDMENT  #1 – EXHIBIT B,  

NOW THEREFORE, GPI agrees to perform additional preliminary engineering services for the  
PROJECT in accordance with the proposed scopes of services and cost proposals identified as  
EXHIBIT B, and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that GPI further agrees to perform final design additional  
preliminary engineering services for the PROJECT in accordance with the articles set forth in the  
AGREEMENT, and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that FAIRVIEW agrees to reimburse GPI for all eligible  
additional preliminary engineering costs for the PROJECT in accordance with the articles set  
forth in the AGREEMENT, and  

The following costs are applicable for Additional Preliminary Engineering Services:  

(1) Direct Labor Costs: $82,545.23  
(2) Indirect Costs (163.41% Overhead): $134,887.17  
(3) Profit/Fixed Fee (22.5% of Labor): $18,572.68  
(4) Non-Salary Direct Expenses $5,770.00  
TOTAL $241,775.08  

BE IT FURTHER that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fairview, County of Bergen  
and State of New Jersey hereby approve the Agreement Amendment #1 between the Borough  
and GPI and is hereby approved; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor is hereby authorized to execute the agreement  
attached hereto and incorporated herein by referenced on behalf of the Borough and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Administrator be and she is hereby  
authorized and directed to forward a certified copy of this Resolution and executed Agreement to  
GPI. 
 
*R-25-95 RESOLUTION AWARDING AND APPROVING CONTRACT WITH  
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AFFORDABLE CARTAGE LLC FOR SOLID WASTE COLLECTION  SERVICES  

WHEREAS, the Borough has advertised for the receipt of bids for Solid Waste  
Collection Services; and   

WHEREAS, Affordable Cartage LLC has submitted the lowest responsible bid for a five  
(5) year contract for a total amount of $1,728,043.00; and   

WHEREAS, the Borough Engineer has reviewed the bid submitted and recommends that  
the bid be awarded to Affordable Cartage LLC for a five (5) year contract in the total amount of  
$1,728,043.00 as same represents the lowest responsible bid; and  

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of Fairview has certified that the  
funds are available for this service, a copy of said certification being attached hereto and  
incorporated herein by reference; and  

WHEREAS, the Borough Attorney has prepared a Contract Agreement between the  
Borough and Affordable Cartage LLC, a copy of which is attached hereto and incorporated  
herein by reference and recommends the approval of same.  

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough  
of Fairview, County of Bergen, and State of New Jersey that the bid submitted by Affordable  
Cartage LLC for Solid Waste Collection Services for a five (5) year contract in the total bid  
amount of $1,728,043.00 be and is hereby approved; and   

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Borough Clerk/Administrator are  
hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached Contract Agreement between the Borough  
and Affordable Cartage LLC for Solid Waste Collection Services; and   

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk/Administrator be and she is  
hereby authorized and directed to forward a certified copy of this resolution together with the  
contract agreement to Affordable Cartage LLC upon its passage.  

 
*R-25-96 RESOLUTION APPROVING MEDIATION AGREEMENT BEFORE THE  

AFFORDABLE HOUSING DISPUTE RESOLUTION PROGRAM  

WHEREAS, on March 20, 2024, Governor Murphy signed P.L. 2024, c.2. into law  
establishing a new framework for determining and enforcing municipalities affordable housing  
obligations under the Mount Laurel doctrine and the Fair Housing Act (“Amended Act”); and  

WHEREAS the Amended Act required the Department of Community Affairs 
(“DCA”)  to prepare a report calculating the regional and municipal Prospective Need and the 
municipal  Present Need for the Fourth Round in accord with the formula required by the 
Amended Act;  and  

WHEREAS the DCA’s report concluded that the Borough of Fairview’s fair share  
obligations for the Fourth Round included a Present Need of 313 units and a Prospective Need of  
97 units; and  

WHEREAS, as a result, the Borough filed a Declaratory Judgment Action in the Bergen  
County Superior Court, In the Matter of the Application of the Borough of Fairview, Docket No.  
BER-L-541-25; and adopted a resolution of participation with the Affordable Housing Dispute  
Resolution Program (“Program”); and  

WHEREAS, thereafter, the New Jersey Builders Association (“NJBA”) filed a timely  
objection to the Borough’s resolution which the Borough disputed; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Program, the Parties have engaged in the mediation process  
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provided by the Program and have conferred and reached an accord setting forth the Borough’s  
Fourth Round Prospective Need obligations as set forth in the Mediation Agreement, a copy of  
which is attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference; and  

WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator and Borough Attorney have reviewed the  
Mediation Agreement attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference and recommend the  
approval of same.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of  
Fairview, County of Bergen and State of New Jersey that the Mediation Agreement before the  
Affordable Housing Dispute Resolution Program regarding In the Matter of the Application of 
the Borough of Fairview, Docket No. BER-L-541-25, a copy of which is attached hereto and  
incorporated herein by reference, be and is hereby approved; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor be and is hereby authorized and  
directed to execute the attached Mediation Agreement on behalf of the Borough; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk/Adm. be and is hereby  
authorized and directed to forward a copy of this resolution together with the signed Mediation  
Agreement to Richard J. Hoff, Jr., Esq., Counsel for the New Jersey Builders Association, upon  
its passage.  

 
*R-25-97 AWARDING BID FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO KENNEDY DRIVE  

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fairview received bids for the Improvements to Kennedy  
Drive Section 2 (NJDOT Local Aid) project on April 10, 2025; and,  

WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is to be performed by the Borough of Fairview with  
funds available by Ordinance and has provided a Certification of the Availability of Funds (CAF)  
utilizing the following accounts in accordance with law; and,  

04-2150-55-2404-004 $307,000.00  
04-2150-55-2021-101 $115,854.75  

Total $422,854.75  
WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of the people of Fairview; and,  

WHEREAS, Berge V. Tombalakian, P.E. Acting Public Works Superintendent / Engineer  
has reviewed the bid from 4 Clean Up to construct the improvements for a price of $  
422,854.75, which is the lowest of the five (5) bids received and finds it to be acceptable; and,  

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough  
of Fairview that the proposal of 4 Clean Up, PO Box 5098, North Bergen, NJ 07047 in the  
amount of $422,854.75 is hereby accepted.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Attorney John L. Schettino, Esq. 
be  and he is hereby authorized to prepare the necessary documents and that the Mayor is 
hereby  authorized to execute same on behalf of the Borough of Fairview.  

 
*R-25-98 GOVERNING BODY CERTIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE WITH THE  

UNITED STATES EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY   
COMMISSION’S “Enforcement Guidance on the Consideration of 
Arrest  and Conviction Records in Employment Decisions Under Title 
VII of the  Civil Rights Act of 1964"  

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-5 as amended by P.L. 2017, c.183 requires the governing 
body of each municipality and county to certify that their local unit's hiring practices comply 
with the United States Equal Employment Opportunity Commission's "Enforcement Guidance 
on the Consideration of Arrest and Conviction Records in Employment Decisions Under Title 
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V1I of the Civil Rights Act of 1964," as amended, 42 U.S.C. § 2000e et seq., (April 25, 2012) 
before submitting its approved annual budget to the Division of Local Government Services in  
the New Jersey Department of Co=unity Affairs; and  

WHEREAS, the members of the governing body have familiarized themselves with the  
contents of the above-referenced enforcement guidance and with their local unit's hiring 
practices as they pertain to the consideration of an individual's criminal history, as evidenced by 
the group  affidavit form of the governing body attached hereto.  

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That the Governing Body of the Borough of  
Fairview, hereby states that it has complied with N.J.S.A. 40A:4-5, as amended by P.L. 2017,  

c.183, by certifying that the local unit's hiring practices comply with the above-referenced  
enforcement guidance and hereby directs the Clerk to cause to be maintained and available for  

inspection a certified copy of this resolution and the required affidavit to show evidence of said  
compliance.  

 
 

*R-25-99 APPROVING HANDICAPPED PARKING SPOT SPACE FOR 156  
SHALER AVE  

WHEREAS, Elvis Capir-Duarte of 156 Shaler Ave has applied to the Mayor and Council for the  
placement of a disabled sign by their residence; and   

WHEREAS, the police department has reviewed the application and recommends approval; and   

WHEREAS, the applicant is making this request due to the fact that they have a health condition  
that makes mobility very difficult; and  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of  
Fairview grant the placement of a Disabled Person Sign by this residence, and the Borough  
Engineer/Deputy DPW Department Head is hereby authorized to erect the same.   

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Fairview  
Police Department, Department of Public Works, and the Municipal Court.   

PLACARD #P3002402 
 
*R-25-100 GREEN ACRES DECLARATION OF ENCUMBRANCE 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fairview has received a Green Acres matching grant of  
$250,000.00 for the acquisition of land for a park at Henry Street and Bergen Boulevard; 
and  

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 7:36 require a Declaration of Encumbrance and the  
Recreation and Open Space Inventory (ROSI) be signed by the Borough; and  

WHEREAS, the Declaration of Encumbrance has been reviewed; and  

WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of the people of Fairview; and  

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor is hereby authorized to execute and  
certify the Declaration of Encumbrance on behalf of the Borough of Fairview.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution shall be sent to the State  
of New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection Green Acres Program. 

Payment of Claims 25-07 through 25-08   

25-07  FINANCE  $3,917,971.30  
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25-08  AGENCY ACCOUNT  $41,974.56  
 
Motion to Approve Resolutions *R-25-99 through *R-25-100 and Payment of Claims PC-25-07-25-08 as 
set forth on the agenda. 
 
Moved by: Burke​ Seconded by: Schmitt 
Ayes: Martin, Gomez, Asto, Lukin 
Nays: None 
Absent: None 
No Vote: None 
Table:  
Roll Call Vote Results: 6-0-0-0-0 
 
 
Ordinances 25-06 through 25-07  

First Reading  

25-06 AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ORDINANCE 22-02 ENTITLED “RECREATION  AND 
PARKS DEPARTMENT” OF THE REVIDES GENERAL ORDINANCES  OF 
THE BOROUGH OF FAIRVIEW  

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fairview, County of Bergen 
and State of New Jersey that those portions of the aforesaid set forth below are hereby 
amended as follows and that said amendments are to be effective immediately upon  the 
passage of this Ordinance and that those sections not set forth below shall remain  unchanged.  

FEES ESTABLISHED  

A. Fees for the Fairview Recreation and Parks Department programs are as follows:  

Program  Fee 

Summer Camp (K through 8th Grade)  $100.00 per child for the first 2 children 

 $75.00 per additional child 

Trips  Fees to be determined 

 
 

Severability: All provisions of this Ordinance are severability. If for any reason, any 
provision of this Ordinance is held to be invalid, the validity of the remainder of the 
Ordinance shall not be affected.  

Effective Date: This Ordinance shall become effective upon final approval and 
publications, pursuant to law. 

 

25-07 ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION 
LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14)  

WHEREAS, the Local Government Cap Law, N.J.S. 40A: 4-45.1 et seq., provides that in the 
preparation of its annual budget, a municipality shall limit any increase in said budget to 2.50% 
unless authorized by ordinance to increase it to 3.5% over the previous year's final appropriations, 
subject to certain exceptions; and,  
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WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.15a provides that a municipality may, when authorized by ordinance, 
appropriate the difference between the amount of its actual final appropriation and the 3.5% percentage 
rate as an exception to its final appropriations in either of the next two succeeding years; and,  

WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Fairview in the County of Bergen finds it advisable 
and necessary to increase its CY 2025 budget by up to 3.5% over the previous year's final appropriations, 
in the interest of promoting the health, safety and welfare of the citizens; and,  

WHEREAS, the Borough Council hereby determines that a 1.0% increase in the budget for said year, 
amounting to $191,814.33 in excess of the increase in final appropriations otherwise permitted by the 
Local Government Cap Law, is advisable and necessary; and,  

WHEREAS the Borough Council hereby determines that any amount authorized hereinabove that is not 
appropriated as part of the final budget shall be retained as an exception to final appropriation in either of 
the next two succeeding years.  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Fairview, in the 
County of Bergen, a majority of the full authorized membership of this governing body affirmatively 
concurring, that, in the CY 2025 budget year, the final appropriations of the Borough of Fairview shall, in 
accordance with this ordinance and N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14, be increased by 3.50%, amounting to 
$671,350.16, and that the CY 2025 municipal budget for the Borough of Fairview be approved and 
adopted in accordance with this ordinance; and,  

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any that any amount authorized hereinabove that is not 
appropriated as part of the final budget shall be retained as an exception to final appropriation in either of 
the next two succeeding years; and,  

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance as introduced be filed with the 
Director of the Division of Local Government Services within 5 days of introduction; and,  

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance upon adoption, with the recorded 
vote included thereon, be filed with said Director within 5 days after such adoption. 
 
Motion to Introduce Ordinance 
Moved by: Schmitt​ Seconded by: Burke 
Ayes: Martin, Gomez, Asto, Lukin, Burke, Schmitt  
Nays: None 
Absent: None 
No Vote: 
Table:  
Roll Call Vote Results: 6-0-0-0-0 
 
 
Ordinances 25-02 through 25-05  

2nd & Final Reading  

25-02 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 7  SECTION 11 
“PARKING TIME LIMITED ON CERTAIN STREETS” OF THE  REVISED GENERAL 
ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF FAIRVIEW  
 
BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fairview, County of Bergen 
and State of New Jersey that those portions of the aforesaid set forth below are hereby amended 
as follows and that said amendments are to be effective immediately upon the passage of this 
Ordinance and that those sections not set forth below shall remain unchanged. 
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§ 7- 15.1 Parking of Commercial Vehicles During Certain Hours Prohibited.  
  

a.​  Parking of commercial vehicles, as herein after defined, in all streets in the Borough of 
Fairview, between the hours of 6:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m., is hereby prohibited, except for 
commercial vehicles parked in front of or adjacent to a legally licensed business within the 
Borough. The commercial vehicle must also be registered to the business which it is parked 
in front of or adjacent to. 

b Nothing contained herein shall prevent temporary parking of trucks during the prohibited 
hours provided they are actively engaged in the delivering and/or pickup of cargo while 
temporarily parked. 

c 

Upon application to the Chief of Police, or his designee, limited exemptions, for periods no 
longer than 10 days, shall be given for construction equipment in use at an existing work site. 

d 

Exempt from provisions of this subsection are any motor vehicles owned by the Borough of 
Fairview or any agency or department thereof. 

e.  

Any person found guilty of violating this subsection shall be subject to a penalty consisting of 
a fine or imprisonment, or both, subject to the discretion of the Judge, the maximum of which 
shall be the maximum fine or term of imprisonment permitted to be imposed by the court 
having jurisdiction over the violation of the ordinance. The fine shall be $500.00 per offense 
and the prison term shall not exceed 90 days in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40:49-5. In the 
event of a continuing violation, each day shall constitute a separate offense. 

 
   ​ ​  
Section 7-15.2  Parking of Certain Trucks, Vehicles and Trailers Prohibited 
​ Delete in its entirety 
 
Section 7-15.3  Parking of Trucks and Certain Vehicles with a Registered Gross Vehicle Weight 
in Excess of 9,000 Pounds Prohibited During Certain Hours. 
​ Delete in its entirety. 
 
 

Section 2.​ Severability.  If any section, paragraph, clause, or provision of this ordinance shall 
be adjudged invalid, such adjudication shall apply only to the section, paragraph, clause or 
provision so adjudged and the remainder of the ordinance shall be deemed valid and 
effective. 
 
Section 3. Repeal of Prior Ordinances.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent 
with or in conflict with this ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency. 

 
       Section 4.  Effective Date.  This ordinance shall take effect after final passage and    
       publication as provided by law.  
 

25-03 AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF FAIRVIEW USE OF PUBLIC 
FACILITIES  TO DESIGNATE RESTRICTED AREAS ON 
BOROUGH PROPERTY, IN BUILDINGS,  STRUCTURES AND 
OTHER FACILITIES LIMITED TO AUTHORIZED  
EMPLOYEES ONLY TO PROTECT AND SAFEGUARD PUBLIC 
RECORDS  CONTAINING PERSONALLY IDENTIFIABLE 
INFORMATION AND TO PROVIDE A  SAFE AND SECURE 
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WORK SPACE FREE FROM INSTRUSION AND DISRUPTION  
FOR BOROUGH OFFICIALS AND EMPLOYEES  

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fairview recognizes the importance of the rights guaranteed under the First  
Amendment of the United States Constitution and Article I Section 6 of the New Jersey Constitution; and  

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fairview acknowledges that as a matter of public policy, the rights afforded  
by the First Amendment of the United States Constitution and Article I Section 6 of the New Jersey  
Constitution are not unlimited; and  

WHEREAS, the rights afforded by the First Amendment of the United States Constitution and Article I  
Section 6 of the New Jersey Constitution are subject to reasonable time, place, and manner restrictions; 
and  

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fairview officials and employees have a responsibility to maintain and  
safeguard public records that consist of confidential information; and  

WHEREAS, to adequately comply with the New Jersey Open Public Records Act, N.J.S.A. 47:1A-1, and  
to comply with the statutorily defined responsibilities, the maintenance and custody of specific records 
are  required; and  

WHEREAS, municipal officials assigned this responsibility include, but are not limited to; the Municipal  
Clerk, Police Chief, Library Director, Chief Financial Officer, Tax Collector, Tax Assessor, Municipal  
Court Administrator, Municipal Prosecutor, Public Defender, Municipal Court Judge, Construction  
Official, Acting Superintendent of Public Works, Fire Chief, Fire Official, Board of Health Director, 
Board  of Health Registrar, and the Borough Administrator; and  

WHEREAS, the responsibility for the maintenance and safeguarding of records, reports, documents and  
information in municipal offices may not be available for immediate public view since they may contain  
personal information, phone numbers, social security numbers, dates of birth and other confidential  
information; and 
 
WHEREAS, securing these records maintains the integrity of this information and when an Open Public  
Records Act request is received, and it is determined that a requestor is entitled to the records, the records  
can be released individually and redacted as required by law; and  
 
WHEREAS, it is not expected that municipal employees physically intervene to protect a record, and  
creating secure areas with clear signage will help deter persons from collecting records which they are not  
entitled to receive without following the process required by the Open Public Records Act.  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fairview, 
County  of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows:  

Municipal property, Buildings, structures and facilities, conditions of entry.   

A. Purpose. Municipal offices, work areas, break rooms, storage areas and other such areas  not 
open to the public, located in, or adjacent to any municipally owned property, leased,  or 
controlled by the Borough of Fairview shall be secured against public entry for the  
purpose of protecting documents, digital data and other written, copied or printed 
materials,  displayed on computer terminals or screens, that are not subject to the Open 
Public Records  Act, which may include, but are not limited to, personally identifiable 
information that is  protected by the Statutes of the State of New Jersey and the Federal 
laws of the United  States and to provide a productive, safe and secure work environment 
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in which Borough  officials and employees can perform their official duties and 
responsibilities unimpeded or  disturbed by intrusion or disruption.   

B. Conditions imposed on access to municipal facilities. All persons entering into or onto  
Borough owned property, buildings, structures, and facilities, shall be subject to the  
following conditions upon entering onto, into or remaining in any such property, building,  
structure or facility.   

(1) All persons shall have access only to areas that are open to the public and shall not  
proceed past any posted sign as provided for herein and shall not enter before 
such  time that the property, building, structure, or facility has been opened to the 
public,  or remain therein after such property, building, structure, or facility has 
been closed  to the public.   

(2) All persons entering into or on Borough property, buildings, structures, and  facilities, 
shall comply with the directions of any Borough employee, official, or  agent to 
immediately leave any area that has been designated as a restricted area,  and to 
immediately relocate to nearest public area. Such directions,  notwithstanding any 
posted signage, shall constitute notice of violation of the  
conditions of entry imposed upon persons of the public.   

C. Business hours. The Mayor and Council of the Borough shall determine, by resolution,  the 
designation of all restricted areas, and the times all Borough property, building,  
structures, and facilities shall be open and closed to members of the public.  

D. Signage. The Borough shall be required to post the following signs.   

(1) A copy of the terms and conditions of entry into any Borough building,  
structure or facility shall be placed at the main entrance of all buildings,   
structures or facilities to which the public is permitted to access, together   

with the time the property, building, structure or facility is open to the   
public and the time which it is closed to the public.   

(2) At the entry point of all secured areas not open to members of the public  
inside buildings, structures or facilities, and in all exterior areas which 
are   

required to be secured, such as but not limited to, storage of equipment,   
vehicles, parking area, or places that pose a danger to the public, or for   

security purposes, a sign shall be posted which shall state, “Stop,   
Restricted Area, Authorized Personal Only, Recording or Photography is   

Strictly Prohibited. Violators shall be subject to prosecution pursuant to   
N.J.S.A. 2C:18-3”.   

Section 3. The remainder of all other sections and subsections of the aforementioned  ordinance 
not specifically amended by this Ordinance shall remain in full force and effect.   

Section 4. All other ordinances in conflict with or inconsistent with this ordinance are hereby  
repealed to the extent of such inconsistency.   

Section 5. If any portion of this ordinance is adjudged unconstitutional or invalid by a court  of 
competent jurisdiction, such judgment shall not affect or invalidate the remainder of this ordinance, but  
shall be confined in its effect to the provision directly involved in the controversy in which such judgment  
shall have been rendered.   

Section 6. This ordinance shall take effect after publication thereof and final passage as required 
by Law.   
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25-04 BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE MAKING OF VARIOUS PUBLIC  
IMPROVEMENTS AND MAJOR REPAIRS TO A FIRE TRUCK AND THE  

ACQUISITION OF NEW ADDITIONAL OR REPLACEMENT EQUIPMENT AND  
MACHINERY AND NEW AUTOMOTIVE VEHICLES, INCLUDING ORIGINAL  

APPARATUS AND EQUIPMENT, IN, BY AND FOR THE BOROUGH OF 
FAIRVIEW,  IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO 

APPROPRIATE THE  SUM OF $1,495,000 TO PAY THE COST THEREOF, TO 
APPROPRIATE A STATE GRANT, TO MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT, TO 

AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF  BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION 
AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN 

ANTICIPATION OF THE  ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS.  

BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Fairview,  in the County of Bergen, State 

of New Jersey, as follows:  

Section 1. The Borough of Fairview, in the County of  Bergen, State of New Jersey (the 

"Borough") is hereby authorized  to make various public improvements and major repairs to a fire  truck 

and to acquire new additional or replacement equipment and  machinery and new automotive vehicles, 

including original  apparatus and equipment, in, by and for said Borough, as more  particularly described 

in Section 4 hereof. Said improvements  shall include all work, materials and appurtenances necessary and  

suitable therefor.  

Section 2. There is hereby appropriated to the  payment of the cost of making the 

improvements described in  Sections 1 and 4 hereof (hereinafter referred to as "purposes"),  the respective 

amounts of money hereinafter stated as the  appropriation for said respective purposes. Said appropriation  

shall be met from the proceeds of the sale of the bonds authorized,  and the down payment and the State 

grant appropriated, by this  ordinance. Said improvements shall be made as general improvements  and no 

part of the cost thereof shall be assessed against property  specially benefited.   

 Section 3. It is hereby determined and stated that  the making of such improvements is not a current 

expense of said  Borough.   

 Section 4. The several purposes hereby authorized  for the financing of which said obligations are to be 

issued are  set forth in the following "Schedule of Improvements, Purposes and  Amounts" which schedule 

also shows (l) the amount of the  appropriation and the estimated cost of each such purpose, and (2)  the 

amount of each sum which is to be provided by the State grant  hereinafter appropriated, and (3) the 

amount of each sum which is  to be provided by the down payment hereinafter appropriated to  finance 

such purposes, and (4) the estimated maximum amount of  bonds and notes to be issued for each such 

purpose, and (5) the  period of usefulness of each such purpose, according to its  reasonable life, computed 
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from the date of said bonds:   

SCHEDULE OF IMPROVEMENTS, PURPOSES AND AMOUNTS   

 A. Undertaking of the 2025 Road Resurfacing Program,  as set forth on a list prepared or to be prepared 
by the Borough  
Engineer on file or to be placed on file with the Borough Clerk,  and hereby approved as if set forth herein 
in full. Depending  upon the contract price and other exigent circumstances, and upon  approval by the 
Borough Council, there may be additions to or  deletions from the above-referenced list. It is hereby 
determined  and stated that said roads to be resurfaced are of "Class B" or  equivalent construction as 
defined in Section 22 of the Local Bond  Law (Chapter 2 of Title 40A of the New Jersey Statutes 
Annotated,  as amended; the "Local Bond Law").  

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $ 350,000 Down Payment Appropriated $ 16,670 

Bonds and Notes Authorized $ 333,330 Period of Usefulness 10 years  

B. Improvements to sanitary and storm sewers at  various locations in the Borough.  

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $ 100,000 Down Payment Appropriated $ 4,770 

Bonds and Notes Authorized $ 95,230 Period of Usefulness 40 years   

C. Undertaking of improvements to Park Avenue. It is  hereby determined and stated that 
said road being improved is of  "Class B" or equivalent construction as defined in Section 22 of  the Local 
Bond Law.  

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $ 330,000 State Grant Appropriated $ 244,077 Down 

Payment Appropriated $ 4,093 Bonds and Notes Authorized $ 81,830 Period of 

Usefulness 10 years 

D. Supplemental funding for the undertaking of the  Pistol Range Reconstruction Project. 
It is hereby determined and  stated that the Borough has heretofore appropriated the sum of  $370,000 for 
such improvement pursuant to Ord. No. 24-04 adopted  on March 19, 2024.  

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $ 110,000 Down Payment Appropriated $ 5,240 

Bonds and Notes Authorized $ 104,760 Period of Usefulness 15 years  

E. (i) Installation of a heavy duty fan and a vehicle  lift at the Department of Public Works 
("DPW") Garage and (ii)  acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and  machinery 
consisting of a leaf plow for the use of the DPW.  

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $ 50,000 Down Payment Appropriated $ 2,390 

Bonds and Notes Authorized $ 47,610 Period of Usefulness 15 years  
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F. Installation of a landscaping irrigation system and  a fire alarm system at Tiger Hose 
Firehouse.  

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $ 25,000 Down Payment Appropriated $ 1,200 

Bonds and Notes Authorized $ 23,800 Period of Usefulness 10 years  

G. Acquisition of a new automotive vehicle, including  original apparatus and equipment, 
consisting of a dump truck for  the use of the DPW. 

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $ 110,000 Down Payment Appropriated $ 5,240 

Bonds and Notes Authorized $ 104,760 Period of Usefulness 5 years  

H. Undertaking of various improvements to public  buildings, including, but not limited 
to: (i) upgrading of the air  conditioning in the Borough Hall computer server room; and (ii)  renovation of 
the Little League Building at Columbus Park. It is  hereby determined and stated that the public buildings 
being  improved are of "Class B" or equivalent construction as defined in  Section 22 of the Local Bond 
Law.  

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $ 50,000 Down Payment Appropriated $ 2,390 

Bonds and Notes Authorized $ 47,610 Period of Usefulness 15 years  

I. Major repairs to a ladder fire truck, which is  reasonably expected to extend the useful 
life thereof at least  five years.  

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $ 175,000 Down Payment Appropriated $ 8,400 

Bonds and Notes Authorized $ 166,600 Period of Usefulness 5 years  

J. Acquisition of new automotive vehicles, including  original apparatus and equipment, 
consisting of SUVs for the use  of the Fire Department.  

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $ 195,000 Down Payment Appropriated $ 9,530 

Bonds and Notes Authorized $ 185,470 Period of Usefulness 5 years  

-------------------------------------------------------  

Aggregate Appropriation and Estimated Cost $1,495,000 State Grant Appropriated $ 

244,077 Aggregate Down Payment Appropriated $ 59,923 Aggregate Amount of Bonds 

and Notes  

 Authorized $1,191,000  
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Section 5. The cost of such purposes, as  hereinbefore stated, includes the aggregate 

amount of $65,000 which is estimated to be necessary to finance the cost of such  purposes, including 

architect's fees, accounting, engineering and  inspection costs, legal expenses and other expenses, 

including  interest on such obligations to the extent permitted by Section 20  of the Local Bond Law.  

Section 6. The sum of $244,077 received or to be  received as a grant from the State of 

New Jersey Department of  Transportation is hereby appropriated to the payment of the cost  of the 

improvements to Park Avenue authorized in Section 4.C above. 

Section 7. It is hereby determined and stated that  moneys exceeding $59,923, 

appropriated for down payments on  capital improvements or for the capital improvement fund in budgets  

heretofore adopted for said Borough, are now available to finance  said purposes. The sum of $59,923 is 

hereby appropriated from  such moneys to the payment of the cost of said purposes.  

Section 8. To finance said purposes, bonds of said  Borough of an aggregate principal 

amount not exceeding $1,191,000 are hereby authorized to be issued pursuant to the Local Bond Law.  

Said bonds shall bear interest at a rate per annum as may be  hereafter determined within the limitations 

prescribed by law.  All matters with respect to said bonds not determined by this  ordinance shall be 

determined by resolutions to be hereafter  adopted.  

Section 9. To finance said purposes, bond  anticipation notes of said Borough of an 

aggregate principal amount  not exceeding $1,191,000 are hereby authorized to be issued  pursuant to the 

Local Bond Law in anticipation of the issuance of  said bonds. In the event that bonds are issued pursuant 

to this  ordinance, the aggregate amount of notes hereby authorized to be  issued shall be reduced by an 

amount equal to the principal amount  of the bonds so issued. If the aggregate amount of outstanding  

bonds and notes issued pursuant to this ordinance shall at any  time exceed the sum first mentioned in this 

section, the moneys  raised by the issuance of said bonds shall, to not less than the  

amount of such excess, be applied to the payment of such notes  then outstanding.  

Section 10. Each bond anticipation note issued  pursuant to this ordinance shall be dated 

on or about the date of  its issuance and shall be payable not more than one year from its  date, shall bear 

interest at a rate per annum as may be hereafter  determined within the limitations prescribed by law and 

may be  renewed from time to time pursuant to and within limitations  prescribed by the Local Bond Law. 

Each of said bond anticipation  notes shall be signed by the Mayor and by a financial officer and  shall be 

under the seal of said Borough and attested by the Borough  Clerk or Deputy Borough Clerk. Said officers 

are hereby authorized  to execute said notes in such form as they may adopt in conformity  with law. The 

power to determine any matters with respect to said  notes not determined by this ordinance and also the 

power to sell  said notes, is hereby delegated to the Chief Financial Officer who  is hereby authorized to 
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sell said notes either at one time or from  time to time in the manner provided by law.  

Section 11. It is hereby determined and declared that  the average period of usefulness of 

said purposes, according to  their reasonable lives, taking into consideration the respective  amounts of 

bonds or notes authorized for said purposes, is a period  of 11.32 years computed from the date of said 

bonds.  

Section 12. It is hereby determined and stated that  the Supplemental Debt Statement 

required by the Local Bond Law has  

been duly made and filed in the office of the Borough Clerk of  said Borough, and that such statement so 

filed shows that the gross  debt of said Borough, as defined in Section 43 of the Local Bond  Law, is 

increased by this ordinance by $1,191,000 and that the  issuance of the bonds and notes authorized by this 

ordinance will  be within all debt limitations prescribed by said Local Bond Law.  

Section 13. Any funds received from private parties,  the County of Bergen, the State of 

New Jersey or any of their  agencies or any funds received from the United States of America  or any of 

its agencies in aid of such purposes (other than the  

State grant hereinbefore appropriated which shall be applied to  the cost of such purposes, but shall not be 

applied to the payment  of outstanding bond anticipation notes and the reduction of the  amount of bonds 

authorized), shall be applied to the payment of  the cost of such purposes, or, if bond anticipation notes 

have  been issued, to the payment of the bond anticipation notes, and  the amount of bonds authorized for 

such purposes shall be reduced  accordingly.  

Section 14. The capital budget is hereby amended to  conform with the provisions of this 

ordinance to the extent of any  inconsistency therewith and the resolutions promulgated by the  Local 

Finance Board showing full detail of the amended capital  budget and capital program as approved by the 

Director, Division  of Local Government Services, is on file with the Borough Clerk  and is available for 

public inspection. 

 Section 15. The Borough intends to issue the bonds or  notes to finance the cost of the improvements 

described in Sections  1 and 4 of this bond ordinance. If the Borough incurs such costs  prior to the 

issuance of the bonds or notes, the Borough hereby  states its reasonable expectation to reimburse itself for 

such  expenditures with the proceeds of such bonds or notes in the  maximum principal amount of bonds 

or notes authorized by this bond  ordinance.   

 Section 16. The full faith and credit of the Borough  are hereby pledged to the punctual payment of the 

principal of and  the interest on the obligations authorized by this ordinance. Said  obligations shall be 

direct, unlimited and general obligations of  the Borough, and the Borough shall levy ad valorem taxes 

upon all  the taxable real property within the Borough for the payment of  the principal of and interest on 

such bonds and notes, without  limitation as to rate or amount.   
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 Section 17. This ordinance shall take effect twenty days after the first publication thereof after final 

passage.  

Roll Call Vote to Adopt Ordinance 25-02 - 25-04 on Final Reading: 
Moved by: Schmitt​ ​ Seconded by: Burke 
Ayes: Martin, Gomez, Asto, Lukin, Burke, Schmitt 
Nays: None 
Absent: None 
No Vote: None 
Table: None 
Passed Second Reading: 6-0-0-0-0 
 

25-05 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FAIRVIEW 
BY  AMENDING CHAPTER 2 ADMINISTRATION SECTION 32 POLICE 
DEPARTMENT  

WHEREAS, in order to maintain public confidence in the Police Department of the Borough 
of Fairview, it is imperative that residents can be assured that employment of police officers is 
free  from nepotism, patronage, and favoritism; and  

WHEREAS, it is imperative that employment as a police officer be based on merit so that  
residents are assured that Borough police officers will be providing the highest quality service  
to those deserving residents; and  

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Borough Council recognize the need to amend Chapter 2 Section 
32 Police Department, of the Code of the Borough of Fairview, to include a conflict of interest 
and  nepotism policy; and  

WHEREAS, on February 4, 2021, P.L. 2021, c. 7 (N.J.S.A. 11A:4-1.3), was enacted which  
requires the Civil Service Commission to exempt from the requirement to take an examination  
for an entry-level law enforcement position a person who has successfully completed a full 
Basic  Course for Police Officers training at a school approved by the New Jersey Police 
Training  Commission; and  

WHEREAS, a municipal police department may hire a person exempt from the requirement to  
take an examination for an entry-level law enforcement position pursuant to P.L. 2021, c. 7  
(N.J.S.A. 11A:4-1.3), upon the adoption of an ordinance or resolution by the governing body 
authorizing such hiring by the police department and the adoption of a conflict of interest and  
nepotism policy; and  

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fairview desires to have the option to hire entry-level law  
enforcement officers in accordance with P.L. 2021, c. 7 (N.J.S.A. 11A:4-1.3), and a  
determination has been made that the municipal code concerning the Police Department needs  
to be amended.  

WHEREAS, the Borough of Fairview desires to amend the Code of the Borough of Fairview  
Chapter 2 Section 32 Police Department which governs the appointment of police officers; and  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Governing Body of the Borough of 
Fairview, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, the as follows:  

SECTION 2 SECTION 32, Police Department, of the Code of the Borough 
of  Fairview, is hereby amended as follows:  

§ 32 Qualifications  

Qualifications and Training Requirements for Police Entry-level Law Enforcement 
Officer  Applicants 
a. All applicants for entry-level law enforcement officers shall be qualified for a  
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temporary appointment as required by law, ordinance and Civil Services rules and  
regulation. Appointments of entry level police officers may, in the sole discretion of  
the appropriate authority, be made in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 
11A:4-  
1.3.  

b. All entry-level law enforcement officer applicants shall be exempt from the New  
Jersey Civil Service Commission examination upon successful completion of a 
training  course approved by the New Jersey Police Training Commission.  

c. All entry-level law enforcement officer applicants shall complete the approved  training 
course within nine months from the date of hire.  

d. Until an entry-level law enforcement officer completes an approved training  course, 
said officer shall be hired on a temporary basis. After completion of the training  
course, said officer shall be appointed to a permanent position.  

e. All applicants for appointment must still complete other pre-employment  requirements 
including but not limited to a physical and psychological examination.  

§32. Conflict of Interest and Nepotism Policy.  

The governing body of the Borough of Fairview declares that a conflict of interest and  
nepotism policy should be enacted for the Fairview Police Department. This conflict of  
interest and nepotism policy is not for the purpose of depriving any citizen of an equal  
chance for a job as a police officer, but solely to eliminate the potential for preferential  
treatment of the relatives of government personnel or elected officials.  

§32. Definitions.  

As used in this article, the following terms shall have the meanings 

indicated: Family Member or Relative:  

Spouse, child, parent, sibling, grandparent, grandchild, father-in-law, mother-in-law,  
brother-in-law, sister-in-law, step-father, step-mother, step-sibling, half-brother, half 
sister, nephew, niece, first cousin, aunt, uncle, foster child, or domestic partner.  

Elected Official:  

Person holding the position of Mayor or Council member of the Borough of 

Fairview.  Superior Officer:  

Any police officer of the Borough of Fairview having supervisory duties and 
powers over another police officer within the police department.  

§32 . Hiring and Supervision of Police Officers.  

A. No person who is a relative or family member of any elected official of the  
Borough of Fairview shall be considered for employment as a police officer of the 
Borough. This shall not restrict nor prohibit the continued employment of an individual  
as a police officer with the Borough where a family member or relative of an elected  
official was hired before the effective date of this ordinance.  

B. No person who is a relative or family member of the Borough Administrator 
shall be considered for employment as a police officer of the Borough. This shall  
not restrict nor prohibit the continued employment of an individual as a police  
officer with the Borough where a family member or relative of the Borough  
Administrator was hired before the effective date of this ordinance.  

C. No elected official can serve as Council liaison to the police department that  

24 



 
BOROUGH OF FAIRVIEW  

BERGEN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY  
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING  

HELD ON APRIL 15, 2025 AT 6:00 PM  

employs any family member or relative of that elected official as a police officer  
with the Borough.  

§32-. Open Competitive Process Exemption.  

The Borough of Fairview is a Civil Service jurisdiction for the hiring, firing, promotion  
and discipline of police officers and is governed by the Civil Service Act and  
Regulations. This section shall not prohibit an individual who is a family member or  
relative as defined herein and who is otherwise eligible to be hired or promoted through  
the open competitive process from being hired or promoted as a police 

officer. §99-14. Promotion of Existing Police Officers.  

No elected official, the Borough Administrator or superior officer within the Police  
Department may participate in the promotion process or any other personnel matter of a  
police officer who is a family member or relative of such elected official, the Borough  
Administrator or superior officer within the Police Department.  

§32- . Enforceability.  

The prohibitions set forth in this chapter are enforceable only to the extent that they 
are not in violation of applicable civil service statutes or any other applicable state 
laws  

SECTION TWO. All Ordinances of the Borough of Fairview which are inconsistent 
with the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed as to the extent of such 
inconsistency.  

SECTION THREE. If any section, subsection, clause, or phrase of this Ordinance is  
for any reason held to be unconstitutional or invalid by any Court of competent jurisdiction, 
such decision shall not affect the remaining portion of this Ordinance.  

SECTION FOUR. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage, 
approval and publication as provided by law. 

 
 
Roll Call Vote to Adopt Ordinance 25-05 on Final Reading: 
Moved by: Schmitt​ ​ Seconded by: Burke 
Ayes: Martin, Gomez, Asto, Lukin, Burke, Schmitt 
Nays: None 
Absent: None 
No Vote: Burke, Schmitt (25-05) 
Table: None 
Passed Second Reading: 4-0-0-2-0 

Attorney’s Report  
Mayor’s Report  
Council Reports  
Adjournment 
Motion to Close: Burke  ​ Seconded by: Gomez 

 
ATTEST:​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​       ​ BOROUGH OF FAIRVIEW 
 
 
 ________________________________________________​ ________________________________ 
Diane T. Testa, Borough Administrator/Municipal Clerk​         ​           Violetta Berisha, Mayor 
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Minutes approved at a regularly scheduled council meeting on: September 16, 2025 
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	§ 7- 15.1 Parking of Commercial Vehicles During Certain Hours Prohibited.  

