
BOROUGH OF FAIRVIEW 
BERGEN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY 

MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING 
HELD ON NOVEMBER 30, 2025 AT 6:00 PM 

  
 

Mayor Violetta Berisha called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM 
 
Roll Call  
In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, a notice of all Caucus & Council Meetings have been 
posted on the Borough Bulletin Board. Notice has been provided to at least two Official Borough 
Newspapers & filed with the Borough Clerk’s Office.  

In Attendance: ​​ Councilwoman Florencia Asto  
Councilman Russel Martin 
Councilman Jhon Gomez 
Councilman Stephen Burke 
Councilman Kenneth Schmitt 
Mayor Violetta Berisha  
 

Absent: ​ ​  
​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​  
Also in Attendance: ​ John L. Schettino, Borough Attorney  
​ ​ ​ Emma Rush, ESQ 

Diane T. Testa, Borough Administrator/Clerk  
Vincent M. Bellucci, Police Chief  
Berge Tombalakian, Acting Superintendent of Public Works/Engineer  
Monique Berisha, Deputy Borough Clerk  

Moment of Silence in Remembrance of Father Peter Sticco  
Good evening, 

I’d like to thank everyone for being here tonight on such short notice. 

Before I begin, I would like to ask the council to deviate from tonight’s meeting and ask for a 
point of personal privilege to acknowledge today’s sudden passing of Father Peter Sticco of Our 
Lady of Grace. 

Father Peter has been with Our Lady of Grace and the Fairview community since 1977 and his 
loss is devastating to us. 

He has been a part of everyone’s lives presiding over the sacraments of our families and has been 
there during our good and bad times. He has served as the police and fire chaplain for a 
generation. Let us now have a moment of silence for Father Peter Sticco.  

Thank you.  

A moment of silence took place in memory of the very Reverend Peter Sticco, Pastor of Our 
Lady of Grace Church 

Public Comment on Agenda & Non-Agenda Matters  

Motion to open Public Comment 
Moved:Burke​    Seconded: Schmitt 
Motion to close Public Comment: 
Moved:​Burke      Seconded: Schmitt 

Letter of Resignation from John Bussanich- Planning Board 

Motion to accept resignation from John Bussanich 
Moved:Burke​    Seconded: Gomez 

Appointment 

Jhon Gomez as Liaison to Police Department 

Motion to appoint Jhon Gomez as liaison to Police Department 
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Moved:Burke​    Seconded: Asto 
 

 

Proclamation honoring Councilman Lukin for 30 years of dedication to the Borough of Fairview 

Mayor  Berisha Statement   

The purpose of tonight’s meeting is to install a new council member in the wake of the vacancy 
resulting from our dear friend and long-time councilman Al Lukin’s recent retirement. 

I’d like to thank Al for his lifetime of service and many contributions to the residents of Fairview 
during his 30-year tenure as a member of the council. As the police department liaison, he 
presided over the construction of the state of the art municipal complex and police station as well 
as the construction of the brand new department of public works facility.  

His dedication to the Borough of Fairview has been extraordinary and we look forward to his 
continuous efforts here in the borough and wish him good health and happiness in his retirement. 
He will always be very much a part of this team.  

Councilman Burke, Will you please move the resolution naming today, November 30th 2025 as 
Councilman Al Lukin Day.  

Consent Agenda Resolutions *R-25-186 through *R-25-187 

*R-25-186  RESOLUTION HONORING AN COMMENDING COUNCILMAN ALBERT LUKIN                  
FOR 30 YEARS OF DEDICATED SERVICE AS COUNCILMAN AND DECLARING 
NOVEMBER 30TH AS “COUNCILMAN LUKIN DAY” IN THE BOROUGH OF FAIRVIEW 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fairview wish to recognize individuals who have 
demonstrated exceptional service to the community; and 

WHEREAS, Councilman Albert Lukin has faithfully served the residents of the Borough of Fairview for 
30 years as a member of the Fairview Council, earning the respect and gratitude of colleagues, municipal 
employees, and residents alike; and  

WHEREAS, Councilman Lukin was sworn in as a Member of the Fairview Borough Council to fill an 
unexpired term in November 1995 and served nine consecutive 3-year terms for a total of 30 years before 
retiring on October 31, 2025; and 

WHEREAS, throughout his distinguished three-decade tenure, Councilman Lukin provided steady 
leadership, sound judgment, and an unwavering commitment to improving the quality of life for all who 
call Fairview home; and  

WHEREAS, Councilman Lukin also served with great distinction as Police Commissioner, during which 
time he worked closely with the Fairview Police Department to support public safety initiatives, promote 
professionalism, and ensure that officers had the resources and leadership needed to protect the 
community; and 

 WHEREAS, his contributions included involvement in key municipal projects, public safety 
improvements, community outreach programs, and policy initiatives that have positively shaped the 
present and future of the Borough; and 

WHEREAS, during his tenure, Councilman Lukin served as Council President and served on numerous 
committees including Municipal Alliance, Elections, Fire Department, OEM, Street Lighting, Alcoholic 
Beverage Control, Personnel and Board of Education, always placing the interests and concerns of the 
Borough first; and 

WHEREAS, Councilman Lukin has consistently demonstrated leadership, professionalism, integrity, and 
a strong commitment to public service; and 
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WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council wish to express its appreciation for Councilman Lukin’s years of 
public service and to extend best wishes to him upon his retirement. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fairview, 
County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, do hereby honor and commend Councilman Albert Lukin for his 
30 years of exceptional service and contributions to the community and his outstanding leadership as 
Police Commissioner; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that November 30th shall be proclaimed “Councilman Albert Lukin Day 
in the Borough of Fairview; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be presented to Councilman Lukin as a 
token of appreciation and that it be recorded in the official minutes of the Borough of Fairview. 

Motion to Approve Resolutions *R-25-186  
Moved by: Burke​ Seconded by: Gomez 
Ayes:  Martin, Gomez, Asto, Burke, Schmitt 
Nays: None 
Absent: None 
No Vote: 
Table: None 
Roll Call Vote Results:  5-0-0-0-0 
 
Al Lukin thanked the Mayor and Council. 
 
Mayor  Berisha Statement   
Today we also have the privilege and honor of appointing Al’s replacement on the council, John 
Bussanich.  

John was born and raised in Fairview and currently resides in his family home on 7th Street. John 
has made many positive contributions to the residents of Fairview during his lifetime. 

As a multiple term member of the Fairview Board of Education, John was one of the original 
architects of the Lincoln School Annex project and led the effort to convert an old factory 
building into the Annex. More recently as the Fairview school business administrator, he worked 
tirelessly with the Board of Education to establish and approve the construction of a brand-new 
middle school on the Old English Neighborhood site and construction is expected to begin within 
the next couple of weeks. 

John has demonstrated a solid commitment to his community as a parishioner of Our lady of 
grace church. He is a member of the Democratic party and currently serves as the 5th district 
county committee member. 

Can I have a motion to move the resolution to approve John as a new member of the council to 
fill the unexpired term? 

 

*R-25-187  APPOINTING JOHN BUSSANICH TO FILL THE UNEXPIRED TERM AS 
COUNCILMAN 

WHEREAS, there exists a vacancy in the office of Councilmember due to the resignation of Councilman 
Albert Lukin upon his retirement as of November 1, 2025; and 

WHEREAS, the Municipal Vacancy Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:16-1 et seq.), provides that if the Municipal 
Committee fails to submit names to fill the vacancy within fifteen (15) days the Council may select a 
person to fill the vacant seat; and  

WHEREAS, by vote of Borough Council, the Council has selected John Bussanich to fill the unexpired 
term of Councilmember.   
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fairview that 
John Bussanich is hereby appointed to serve in the position of Councilmember to fill the vacancy on the 
Fairview Borough Council for the unexpired term of Councilman Albert Lukin, ending December 31, 
2026. 

Motion to Approve Resolutions *R-25-187 as set forth on the agenda. 
Moved by: Burke​ Seconded by: Gomez 
Ayes:  Martin, Gomez, Asto,Burke, Schmitt 
Nays: None 
Absent: None 
No Vote: 
Table: None 
Roll Call Vote Results:  5-0-0-0-0 

Oath of Office 

Swearing in of Councilman John Bussanich 

Councilman Bussanich Statement 

First off, it’s kind of a weird day today. A lot of joy and unfortunately a lot of unhappiness. I really want 
to thank my family, people who are here, all my friends and family. I want to acknowledge my good 
friend, Paul Juliano.  I feel like I have an extended family here that I got attached to and that’s his wife, 
Rita and his children, the Mayor who’s always guided me along the right way and I always look forward 
and lean on them a lot.  I call them my family sisters here in Fairview.  I will always look for your 
support.  As you know a dear friend of mine passed away.  Father Peter , he was supposed to be here 
tonight. It’s kind of weird I won’t see him anymore.  He really made an impact on me and my whole life 
and I  will really dearly miss him.  He’s done a lot for this community.  I hope you bear with me as we go 
through our grieving process but I want to thank you all for choosing me, being a part of this Borough and 
I really look for your support.  If I could do half of the accomplishment that Mr. Lukin did on this council,  
I will have done a really good job.   

Attorney’s Report  
No report 
 
Mayor’s Report  
No report 
 
Council Report 
 
Councilman Jhon Gomez  
I think John is a great guy, a great person.  His heart is bigger than you can imagine. He’s a great human 
being and he’s going to be a great person to work with because anything he’s going to do he’s going to do 
with his heart. Welcome aboard and we have a lot of ideas to work together, make good decisions to try 
and help the town, help the people. God Bless you and we’re always here for you anything you need. 

Councilwoman Florencia Asto  
It’s an honor to have you as part of our team.  I have known you for so many years and I know you are a 
great person.  Thank you so much for being a part of us. 

Councilman Stephen Burke  
First, I’d like to acknowledge Al Lukin, he and I ran 10 times and as I said he told me many, many times 
or maybe I just made it up that I was his inspiration and you know, he wanted to serve as long as I did.  
So, it was an honor and a privilege.  You know him as a friend and I got to work with him.  He’s such a 
smart guy.  He did so much for the Borough of Fairview. I don’t think we could ever give him the proper 
thanks. Today was just a start but he really did a wonderful job. If we all could have a legacy like Al, we 
should be proud of ourselves. Secondly, I’d like to welcome John to the council.  John and I have worked 
in different realms together.  When I was with the Department of Education, John and I worked, not 
officially of course, as the business official from the State of New Jersey for Bergen County for the 
Department of Education, but John and I got a lot of good things done. John’s a real hard worker and he’s 
been looking out for the schools for a long, long time. I look forward to working with him on the Council.  
Welcome. 
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Councilman Kenneth Schmitt 
Hey, John.  Welcome aboard.  Glad to have you here. We;ve worked together in the past for the school 
and the Democratic Club and any time I have done anything with John he always does the right thing.  It 
may not be the popular thing, but it’s the right thing. I’m very pleased to have you aboard here and 
helping us out and I just know that whenever I go out to dinner with him, I’m not letting him pick out the 
bottle of wine because the cheapest bottle he ever buys is about $400-$500. Welcome aboard.  

Councilman Ruseel Martin 
Welcome aboard John, I spoke to you earlier on the phone.  I couldn’t make it tonight and I feel bad about 
that.  I look forward to working with you, John.  You’ve always been a very good guy. Like I say, 
Welcome aboard.  Congratulations. 
 
Adjournment 
Motion to Adjourn: Burke  ​ Seconded by: Asto 
Time of Adjournment: 6:41pm 
 
 
 
ATTEST:​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​       ​ BOROUGH OF FAIRVIEW 
 
 
 ________________________________________________​ ________________________________ 
Diane T. Testa, Borough Administrator/Municipal Clerk​         ​           Violetta Berisha, Mayor 
 
Minutes approved at a regularly scheduled council meeting on: December 16, 2025 
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